MINUTES (REVISED) OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD AT 9.A.M. 10TH NOVEMBER 2006 IN SHERATON HOTEL, COLONIA, URUGUAY
Chair: Prof A.D. Weaver (at invitation of Dr Roberto Acuna and organising    committee)

Recording secretary:
Dr R A Laven

Present: ca. 55 (estimated)

1) Apologies: D. Logue, I. Nowrouzian, C. Mülling
2) Minutes: Typographical errors in the Maribor 2004 minutes were corrected and minutes accepted: proposer J. Vermunt,    seconder P. Greenough.
3) 2008 Venue: Dr Niemi confirmed that the venue for 2008 would be Kuopio, Finland  and the meeting would be held from the 9th to 13th June.  He extolled the virtues of that part of central eastern Finland which is only an hour by air from Helsinki.  He also displayed the logo and the website (www.ruminantlameness.org).   He thanked the secretary Veikko Tuovinen for organising the website which was open and available for use.  He stated that ethology would be a major topic at the meeting which would also focus on health care for hoof trimmers, with the Nordic Hoof Trimmers two day meeting immediately following the ruminant lameness congress.  In response to questions he stated that there would be excursions looking at robotic milking and a bull station.

Apart  from air travel to Helsinki, then by rail, Kuopio is also reachable by road, through Poland and Estonia. He stated that the budget was 100,000 Euros and that Scandinavian and international students will have special rates.

P. Greenough suggested looking at the role of breed associations, Dr. Niemi agreed.

4) 2010 selection: Only one country, New Zealand, was put forward for 2010, proposed by J. Vermunt, N. Chesterton,  J. Margerison and R. Laven.   The vote was almost unanimous  to accept the New Zealand offer (38 to 2).  Probable major topics would include veterinarian education, hoof health care and genetic selection.  The potential organisers suggested that the best time for the meeting would be February 2011 and suggested that to avoid clashing with the World Association for  Buiatrics we ought to move to holding the meeting in odd years.  This was supported from the floor by B. Zemljic.  D. Weaver said that clashes had been a chronic problem and that in Ireland the lameness, buiatrics and bovine metabolic disease congresses had closely followed each other, the first two in Dublin, the last in Belfast.
5
Any other business *
i) Paul Greenough suggested that a pictorial publication  or poster (along the lines of the ABC system developed by K. Burgi and N. Cook) be developed to consolidate and standardise nomenclature and diagnosis.  N. Cook agreed to help with the development of such a publication.  ZinPro (Dr. Terry Ward ) offered to underwrite the publication costs of such a poster.  This met with general agreement from the floor, although there was some suggestion that the EU Lame Cow project would produce something similar.  The meeting voted to accept ZinPro’s offer (by approximately 30 votes to 20).  R. Acuna and T. Ward with a third designated person would form a small working group to produce this poster.  

ii)A  small working group should be formed to produce a descriptive booklet which would expand on the poster, incorporating more text and illustrations, and be more suitable for a veterinary readership.
iii) A. Mohamadnia proposed that the organisation be formalised rather than just being a group that met at the conference.  He suggested that this formalisation should be accompanied by the development of a journal.  The first suggestion was put to an open vote and defeated 20 to 13.  The second suggestion of a journal was not voted upon.

iii)  The  Chairman and R. Acuna said that an email about the possible formation by the group of a formal “International Council on Ruminant Lameness” (ICRL) had been sent to about 15 participants in summer 2006.  The meeting was likewise unenthusiastic about this suggestion but agreed to set up an informal steering group to aid the new conference organisers and put forward suggestions for future activities.  This group of five was to consist of the organisers of the last two  (J. Shearer, Florida, USA and B. Zemljic, Slovenia) and the next two meetings (J. Niemi, Finland and J. Vermunt, New Zealand)  plus the person involved in the current meeting (Dr. R. Acuna). The meeting approved this unanimously.

iv) R. Acuna proposed that someone should write a short history of the “association”, i.e. its 14 meetings starting in Utrecht in 1976.  This met with unanimous approval, but no authors’ names were proposed.

The meeting then finished at 10 a.m. (ca. 90 present) with a vote of thanks to the Uruguayan organising committee and  the sterling work of the simultaneous translators.

* Para 5 (i) corrected following criticism of initial draft minutes.

